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And yet, viewed historically, even the introduction
of this soulless discipline was to be understood.
The Third International had before its eyes an
example of a party completely bereft of discipline,
that of the Second International, where congress
decisions were taken only to be forgotten as soon as
possible, where the word, International, was only a
pretext for international congresses with impressive
resolutions, but where in practice every country
merely pursued the path prescribed by its own
narrow interest. Owing to lack of discipline and
international solidarity, the Second International
became a negligible factor in international policy
from 1914 onwards.

We have been repeatedly intimidated by the
assurance that every criticism of the Soviet Union
and the Third International was criminal, because
it would be used by the reaction and by Fascism as
a weapon against the proletariat. This assertion
has proved unwarranted. The Soviet Union's loss
of credit with the masses is due to its own deeds and
not to our criticism. One single trial at Moscow
has had a more potent effect than could be achieved
by a hundred books of Gide. Furthermore, it is
no longer enough to be silent; whoever wishes to
defend the recent policy of the Soviet Union is
compelled more and more to resort deliberately to
pretence and prevarication.